
This report looks at the following areas:

•• Recent trends in waste arisings, local authority waste collections and
treatment.

•• How the government plans to achieve its circular economy ambitions and
the implications for the waste management industry.

•• Financial performance of key industry players.
•• Market drivers for investment in the UK reprocessing and recycling industry.

The government has set a target to recycle 65% of municipal waste by 2035.
This represents a massive increase from current levels, with the official England
‘waste from households’ recycling rate at 44.1% in 2021/22. To meet this
ambitious target, significant investment in the UK recycling infrastructure is
required.

Waste management companies and local authorities have been impacted by
rising fuel prices and soaring inflation, which has increased cost pressures. In
response to surging costs, a number of councils have reduced opening hours at
Household Waste and Recycling sites, although there is no evidence yet of cuts
to kerbside waste collection services.

An ongoing lack of clarity over the final design of key measures of the
government’s waste reforms, including consistency in recycling collections and
food waste collections, means that required investment in the UK recycling and
reprocessing infrastructure remains on hold. This may delay the move to a more
circular economy.

Despite the ongoing uncertainty, the waste management industry has
committed considerable capital investment to develop the UK’s plastic
recycling and reprocessing capability. Growing demand for recycled materials
underpins investment in recycling technology. There is a strong industry focus on
developing recycling technology to help tackle plastic packaging waste,
including developing techniques that tackle difficult-to-recycle plastic
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packaging formats. Key areas of innovation include the adoption of AI
technology and robotics to sort waste more accurately, “tag and trace”
technology and chemical recycling techniques, which will be key to progress
soft plastic recycling.
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Figure 33: Financial analysis of FCC Environment (UK), 2017-21
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Figure 37: Financial analysis of Veolia Environmental Services
Group (UK), 2017-21

• Company strategy
• Viridor
• Pennon Group sells Viridor to KKR
• Disposal of assets
• Financial performance

Figure 38: Financial analysis of Viridor, 2018-22
• Company strategy and outlook

• Abbreviations
• Methodology

• Trade associations
• Trade magazines
• Trade events

APPENDIX – DATA SOURCES, ABBREVIATIONS AND
SUPPORTING INFORMATION

FURTHER SOURCES AND CONTACTS

Waste Management and Recycling - UK - 2023

Report Price: £1495 | $1995 | €1800

The above prices are correct at the time of publication, but are subject to change due to currency fluctuations.

© 2023 Mintel Group Ltd. All Rights Reserved. Confidential to Mintel.reports.mintel.com

What's included
Executive Summary

Full Report PDF

Infographic Overview

Powerpoint Presentation

Interactive Databook

Previous editions

Did you know?
This report is part of a series
of reports, produced to
provide you with a more
holistic view of this market.

All Mintel 2020 reports
contain specific COVID-19
related research and
forecasts. The world’s
leading brands rely on
Mintel reports for the most
complete, objective and
actionable market
intelligence.

Buy this report now
Visit

EMEA

Brazil

Americas

China

APAC

store.mintel.com

+44 (0) 20 7606 4533

0800 095 9094

+1 (312) 943 5250

+86 (21) 6032 7300

+61 (0) 2 8284 8100

/reports.mintel.com//display/store/1156445/


About Mintel
Mintel is the expert in what consumers want
and why. As the world’s leading market
intelligence agency, our analysis of
consumers, markets, product innovation and
competitive landscapes provides a unique
perspective on global and local economies.
Since 1972, our predictive analytics and
expert recommendations have enabled our
clients to make better business decisions faster

Our purpose is to help businesses and people
grow. To find out how we do that, visit
mintel.com.
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