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“The outbreak of COVID-19 has shifted many daily
activities online for senior consumers. Mintel predicts that

online habits will continuously change the life of senior
adults, bringing them more convenience and pleasure.”

– Yuxi Shao, Associate Research Analyst, 31st May,
2020

This report looks at the following areas:

Brands can explore more opportunities in meeting their needs for information, social interaction and
entertainment.

Compared to younger generations, senior adults are less exposed to unemployment risks and are less
financially impacted. They have strong spending priorities when it comes to travelling and a high
willingness to develop new hobbies and meet new friends. Brands can engage more senior consumers
by supporting their demand for planning and fulfilling dreams in their late life, to help them feel
updated and more capable of coping with upcoming uncertainties. Accounting for an increasing share of
the overall population, the senior market is full of potential and should not be ignored.

• Shifts of the lifestyle of over-50s after COVID-19 and business opportunities
• How behaviours and attitudes differ between 50s and over-60s in different city tiers
• Over-50s’ spending priorities and the effects of COVID-19 on their purchasing

preferences
• Digital service usage and online and offline social habits of the over-50s
• Over-50s’ attitudes towards health and ageing related issues
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Community charity work offers the elderly with a sense of existence
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One third of the total Chinese population is aged over 50
Figure 22: Population of seniors by age group, China 2000-20

Increasing financial freedom and purchasing power
Figure 23: Growing background

Children play the most influential role in seniors’ purchase decisions

Strong spending intention for both outgoing and in-home spending

Online entertainment needs boosted by the lockdown amid Covid-19

30% of surveyed over-50s review social media every day

Prioritised mental health and increasing consumption on supplements

Influence of young generation and the willingness to stay in fashion
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Retirement has a different meaning for self-employed consumers
Figure 24: Employment, by age group, December 2019

Figure 25: Employment, by city tier, December 2019

40% of surveyed over-60s in tier 3 or lower tier cities live without a pension
Figure 26: Income source, by selected demographics, December 2019

Gaps in income and education background between tier 1 and other tiers are significant
Figure 27: Monthly household income, by selected demographics, December 2019

Figure 28: Education, by city tier, December 2019

“Empty nesters” increase quickly among over-60s
Figure 29: Living situation, by selected demographics, December 2019

Children play the most influential role in seniors’ purchase decisions
Figure 30: Information channel, by living situation, December 2019

Penetration of smartphones and cars are about the same among seniors in different cities
Figure 31: Products possession, by city tier, December 2019

Strong spending intention for both outgoing and in-home spending
Figure 32: Spending priority, December 2019

Active and out-going lifestyle is extremely popular in tier 1 cities
Figure 33: Spending priority, by selected demographics, December 2019

Health and family awareness is on the rise especially among over-50s of lower incomes after COVID-19
Figure 34: Spending priority, by monthly household income, December 2019

Figure 35: Things to do after the outbreak, by city tier, April 2020

Females dominate interest in fashion and beauty
Figure 36: Spending priority, by selected demographics, December 2019

Male over-50s show more activity in digital service usage
Figure 37: Digital service usage, by gender, December 2019

Online entertainment needs boosted by the lockdown
Figure 38: Digital service usage, by selected demographics, December 2019

Figure 39: New habits – “more than once a week”, March to May 2020

Delivery services win over elderly consumers
Figure 40: Digital service usage, by selected demographics, December 2019

Figure 41: New habits – “more than once a week” and shopping channel, March to May 2020

30% of surveyed over-50s review social media every day
Figure 42: Social activities, December 2019

Employment and Income

Family Members and Their Influence

Spending Priority
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The frequency of group activities is high in tier 1 and 2 cities
Figure 43: Selected social activities – “more than once a week”, by city tier, December 2019

Community bondage was strengthened amid COVID-19
Figure 44: Participating in group charity activities – “more than once a week”, by selected demographics, December 2019

Figure 45: People become closer to their local communities during the outbreak – “agree”, by age group, March to April 2020

Social media as an extra information source for 50s and 60s
Figure 46: Selected social activities – “more than once a week”, by age group, December 2019

Prioritised mental health and increasing consumption on supplements
Figure 47: Factors of a healthy lifestyle, 20-49-year-olds vs 50-74-year-olds

Figure 48: New habits – “more than once a week”, by age group, March to May 2020

The majority of over-50s are willing to pay for new hobbies
Figure 49: Selected attitudes towards aging, December 2019

Figure 50: Selected attitudes towards aging – “agree”, by monthly household income, December 2019

Influence of young generation and the willingness to stay in fashion
Figure 51: Selected attitudes towards aging, December 2019

Figure 52: Selected attitudes towards aging – “agree”, by living situation, December 2019

Independent thinking and consideration for children
Figure 53: Selected attitudes towards aging, December 2019

Lack of confidence in independent purchases means more nudge required from brands
Figure 54: Value sensitivity, by age group, 20-49-year-olds vs 50-74-year-olds

Information and experience sharing is mostly important for over-50s in tier 1 cities
Figure 55: Value sensitivity, by selected demographics, December 2019

Price promotion helps over-50s assure the purchase is of the best value
Figure 56: Value sensitivity, by monthly household income, December 2019

Methodology

Abbreviations

Attitudes towards Health and Ageing

Value Sensitivity

Appendix – Methodology and Abbreviations
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