
BUY THIS
REPORT NOW

VISIT:
store.mintel.com

CALL:
EMEA

+44 (0) 20 7606 4533

Brazil
0800 095 9094

Americas
+1 (312) 943 5250

China
+86 (21) 6032 7300

APAC
+61 (0) 2 8284 8100

EMAIL:
reports@mintel.com

“The UK is an unusual market by European standards due
to the predominance of wall tiles, but attitudes to ceramic

tiles for flooring are changing, stimulated by the
emergence of wet rooms and some use outside of kitchens
and bathrooms. Per capita consumption of tiles is still the

lowest in Europe, and roughly a third of Northern
European countries, so substantial potential exists.”

– Terry Leggett, Senior Analyst

This report looks at the following areas:

• Specialist retailer opportunities
• The digital opportunity
• Flooring growing faster than walls

The ceramic tile sector is subject to a complex set of market drivers, which are affecting different
aspects of the market in different ways. New house building is enjoying strong growth and is currently
leading the market’s overall development. House price inflation, house moving activity and low interest
rates should be stimulating the home improvement sector. However, activity in this sector is more
subdued as fears over interest rate rises and wider consumer uncertainty deter discretionary spending.

The home improvement market is increasingly moving to tradesmen as DIY activity stalls. At the same
time, the impact of home ownership is changing opportunities for lifestyle-oriented home
improvements, yet the vast majority of tiles are used in kitchens and bathrooms - two of the most
iconic lifestyle rooms in the house. The en-suite trend also continues to boost demand, but the desire
for open-plan living is restricting some wall space opportunities and substitute materials have become
fashionable.
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