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“The UK waste management industry continues to strive
for sustainability in line with the gradual realisation of a

circular economy. Impetus around this ambition is
expected to remain despite the uncertainty introduced to

policy and trade by Brexit.”
– Marco Amasanti, B2B Analyst

This report looks at the following areas:

• What are the key drivers behind recent growth in the waste management industry?
• How has the ongoing shift away from landfill driven growth across market sectors?
• How is the recent Brexit decision expected to impact the market? How can this be

managed to ensure minimal disruption?
• In light of a recent slowdown in household recycling across the UK, how can impetus be

restored to the sector?
• What does the future hold for the UK waste management industry?

Waste arisings across the UK rose for a fourth consecutive year over the past twelve months, linked
primarily to the UK’s improving economic landscape. However, the structure of the industry has
undergone significant change, characterised by the constant striving toward a circular economy, which
has seen waste treatment practices increasingly shift from landfill and incineration to the ultra-
sustainability of recycle and reuse.
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