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“The UK recycling industry looks set to undergo an
uncertain number of years due to recent stagnation in

household recycling rates - the first decline since the
millennium - compounded by the recent Brexit vote and

ongoing climate of austerity.”
– Marco Amasanti, B2B Analyst

This report looks at the following areas:

• What are the implications of the recent Brexit decision for the UK recycling industry?
• How can the industry look to revive the recent stagnation in household recycling rates?
• What are the key factors underlying this recent slowdown in performance?
• How have regional differences had a role in recent performance?
• How has the structure of the municipal and commercial and industrial recycling sectors

changed in recent years?
• What does the future hold for the UK recycling industry?

The recycling industry has furthered growth as the UK continues its drive towards a circular economy.
However, the government and industry must act fast to maintain impetus, amid an emerging trend of
stagnation, by utilising a number of tools at their disposal. This cooperation is especially pertinent given
the recent Brexit vote, which could challenge previous stimuli intimately tied to EU frameworks.
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