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“Awareness of debit card rewards is not high but there are
segments that prefer debit so banks can use an attractive

rewards program as a first time relationship builder.”
– Sanjay Sharma, Senior Financial Services

Analyst

This report looks at the following areas:

• Credit and cash are the most popular payment methods
• TD is the most popular choice for debit; TD & RBC are the leading issuers of credit cards
• Around one in four 18-24s would prefer to use debit exclusively
• Men over-55 more likely to exceed $2,000 in monthly credit card spending
• Young males more willing to pay a higher fee for better credit card rewards

The world of payments continues to witness rapid innovations that are both a challenge and an
opportunity for financial institutions. The adoption of mobile payments, provided by both financial and
non-financial institutions, is the single biggest change in the payments world since the advent of online
banking. Digital payments continue to garner a great deal of attention within the financial services
industry, as innovation and technological advancements continue to push them forward. Consumer
payment behaviours, however, are fairly engrained within older consumers. Financial services providers
have an opportunity to highlight the security and efficiency of new payment processes, especially with
younger and emerging generations who have yet to fully establish how they prefer to pay.

Most Canadians own credit and debit cards and the market place is extremely competitive. It is
dominated by the major banks but smaller card companies and credit unions offer multiple options to
consumers. This Report covers consumer attitudes and behaviour related to debit and credit cards
while touching on different payment methods. It explores the competitive landscape of the major card
issuers, payment methods, usage, rewards and attitudes related to debit/credit cards.
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CIBC and PC Financial end partnership; CIBC to rebrand digital bank as Simplii
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Credit and cash are the most popular payment methods

TD is the most popular choice for debit; TD & RBC are the leading issuers of credit cards

Awareness of debit rewards is not high

Around three in ten would prefer to use debit exclusively

Men over-55 more likely to exceed $2,000 in monthly spending

Younger women are particularly stressed about unpaid card balances

Young males more willing to pay a higher fee for better credit rewards

Credit and cash are the most popular payment methods
Figure 16: Payment methods used, August 2017

Older Canadians more likely to prefer “traditional” payment methods
Figure 17: Payment methods used, 18-44s vs over-44s, August 2017

Women have different payment preferences
Figure 18: Payment methods used (select), men vs women, August 2017

Asian Canadians less likely to use debit
Figure 19: Payment methods used (select), Asian Canadians vs overall population, August 2017

TD is the leading debit card issuer
Figure 20: Choice of FI for debit cards, August 2017

Desjardins is the leading debit card issuer in Quebec
Figure 21: Choice of FI for debit cards, Quebec vs overall population, August 2017

TD and RBC are the leading choices for credit cards
Figure 22: Choice of FI for credit cards, August 2017

PC Financial more popular among women, Amex among men
Figure 23: PC Financial and Amex credit cards, men vs women, August 2017

Regional differences are significant
Figure 24: Choice of FI for credit cards, Quebec vs overall population, August 2017

TD’s strength among 18-24s

Debit card usage

Over one third of 18-24s would prefer to use debit exclusively
Figure 25: Agreement with statements related to debit card usage, (% agree), August 2017

Younger consumers relatively more likely to use multiple debit cards
Figure 26: Agreement with statements related to debit card usage (% agree), men vs women, August 2017

Credit card usage

Three in five consumers prefer to use the card offered by their main FI
Figure 27: Agreement with statements about credit cards, August 2017

Men over-55 more likely to exceed $2,000 in monthly spending

Payment Methods Used

Choice of Financial Institution for Debit and Credit Cards

Debit and Credit Card Usage
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Figure 28: “My average credit card monthly spend exceeds $2,000” (% agree), by age and gender, August 2017

Around a third of 18-34s have used a prepaid card

Younger consumers more likely to prefer debit
Figure 29: Agreement with select statements related to credit card usage (% agree), by age, August 2017

Older card holders more prolific and responsible users
Figure 30: Agreement with statements related to credit card usage (% agree), 18-44s vs over-45s, August 2017

Chinese Canadians are much more likely to prefer credit over debit cards
Figure 31: Agreement with select statements about credit card usage (% agree), Chinese Canadians vs overall population, August
2017

Awareness of debit rewards is not high
Figure 32: Agreement with statements related to debit card rewards, (% agree), August 2017

Younger users more willing to pay more for better debit rewards
Figure 33: Agreement with statements related to debit card rewards (% agree), 18-44 vs over-45s, August 2017

Scotia debit customers are more aware of debit rewards
Figure 34: Agreement with statements related to debit card rewards (% agree), August 2017

Debit can be the starting point of a lifelong relationship

Young males more willing to pay a higher fee for better credit card rewards
Figure 35: Agreement with statements related to credit card rewards, August 2017

PC Financial customers are more “functional” users
Figure 36: Agreement with statements related to credit card rewards (% agree), August 2017

Around a third of PC Financial card customers have a “black” card
Figure 37: Agreement with statement related to credit card usage (% agree), Desjardins vs PC Financial credit card customers, August
2017

Younger women are particularly stressed about unpaid card balances
Figure 38: Agreement with statements about credit cards, August 2017

Men are more interested in paying for balance protection insurance
Figure 39: Agreement with statements about credit cards, August 2017

Men and younger consumers more likely to be influenced by non-reward benefits

Around three in five consumers agree liability protection enhances safety
Figure 40: Agreement with statements about credit cards, August 2017

Data sources

Consumer survey data

Consumer qualitative research

Abbreviations and terms

Debit and Credit Card Rewards

Credit Card Spending and Security

Appendix – Data Sources and Abbreviations
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