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“Laos’ ancient name ‘Lan Xang’ means ‘The Kingdom of a
Million Elephants’, and with natural beauty, rich cultural

traditions and political stability, the only landlocked
country in South East Asia is the region’s new hot spot.”

This report looks at the following areas:

• What is the current situation for tourism in Laos?
• Who travels to and within Laos, why and for how long?
• How do they travel and where do they stay?
• How much has inbound tourism to Laos been affected by external events?
• What does the future of tourism look like in Laos?

Slightly larger than the US state of Utah, and squeezed between Myanmar, Cambodia, China, Thailand
and Vietnam, Laos’ rugged mountain terrain and lack of access to the sea meant it existed in relative
isolation until the French colonised Indochina at the end of the 19th century.
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Seasonality
Figure 11: International tourist arrivals to Laos by month & type, 2010-13
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Figure 12: Average length of stay in Laos by type of tourist, 2008-13
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Figure 13: International tourists in Laos by gender (%), 2008-13

Figure 14: International tourists in Laos by age (%), 2008-13

Figure 15: International tourists in Laos by main interest (%), 2008-13
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Figure 16: Domestic tourists in Laos by purpose of visit, 2013

Seasonality

Length of stay

Figure 17: Arrivals in Laos by mode of transport, 2010-13
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Figure 18: Hotel & guesthouse capacity in Laos, 2013

Figure 19: International tourist arrivals to Laos by type of accommodation (%), 2008-13

Figure 20: Room occupancy rates by province in Laos, 2013
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