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“The significant uncertainties associated with the Brexit
vote could lead to delays in investment decisions and

reduced funding, putting some infrastructure projects at
risk. The outlook for UK consulting engineers now carries a
higher degree of uncertainty, though consulting engineers’

fees income is expected to continue to increase over the
next five years.”

– Claudia Preedy - B2B Analyst

This report looks at the following areas:

• How has the market for UK consulting engineers performed over the last five years?
• How strongly will the market develop over the next five years?
• What is the impact of the legislative/regulative environment on individual sectors?
• Which sectors will provide the strongest growth potential for consulting engineers over

the next five years?
• How have individual key companies active in the industry faired during the last five

years?

This report analyses the market for UK consulting engineers, incorporating work undertaken in both the
UK and internationally. The market is analysed under a number of broad project subject headings,
including:

• buildings: defined as commercial buildings, housing, education and medical buildings,
warehouses, hotels, public buildings, factories, manufacturing and process plant

• transportation: including roads/road bridges, rail/rail bridges, transport planning,
tunnelling, ports, harbours, airports and canals

• water, sewerage and waste: defined as dams, reservoirs, water mains, water treatment,
irrigation, pumping stations, desalination plant, sewers, sewerage treatment plant,
pumping plant and incinerators, as well as the handling, treatment and removal of solid,
liquid, chemical, toxic and nuclear waste

• power: including power stations, hydro-electric dams, transmission lines and sub-stations

Other subject headings include geotechnics, facilities management, construction/project management,
health and safety, defence, telecommunications, flooding and coastal work, and environment.

For the purposes of this report, the role of the consulting engineer is defined as the provision of
services by people qualified to practice in one or more of the various branches of engineering.
Consulting engineers are typically concerned with advising clients on engineering matters, or designing
or supervising the construction of engineering works. Income is derived from both UK and international
projects.

There are a variety of procurement routes, including design and build in the construction sector.
However, for the purposes of this report, the term design and build refers to all basic procurement
routes where contractors take ultimate responsibility for the design and construction of projects.
Consulting engineers may be employed by the contractor for the design of the project, and in some
instances, as project managers.

All values quoted are at current prices unless otherwise specified.
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Figure 101: Forecast market for UK consulting engineers in the environmental sector, 2016-20
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Wholesale gas prices
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Figure 129: Financial analysis of Amey UK, 2010-14

Company outlook
Figure 130: Financial analysis of AECOM, 201115
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Figure 132: Turnover analysis of AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK, by business segment, 2013-14
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Figure 136: Financial Analysis of Mouchel, 2011-15

Figure 137: Financial Analysis of Parsons Brinckerhoff, 201014
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Figure 140: Financial Analysis of WSP UK, 2010-14
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