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“The online channel is likely to benefit from the craft boom
in particular, providing an alternative sales outlet for

brands other than venues such as pubs/bars and
supermarkets.”

– Chris Wisson, Senior Drinks Analyst

This report looks at the following areas:

• Craft looks set to continue to dominate the industry’s headlines
• Online drinks retailing has marked potential
• Beer and cider challenge wine as meal accompaniments

Alcoholic drinks remain an ingrained part of many adults’ food and drink repertoires despite many
consumers cutting back on their alcohol intake, largely on financial and health grounds. The in-home
market has performed better than the out-of-home market in recent years, largely due to the lower
prices. Consequently, there has been a notable reduction in drink sales in pubs/bars, in turn leading to
the ongoing shrinkage of the nation’s pub estate. Many publicans have turned to improving their food
proposition as a means of offsetting falling volume sales of alcoholic drinks.

However, there are some areas of strong growth within the alcoholic drinks market, notably craft beer,
Prosecco and dark/golden/spiced rum. Meanwhile, another star performer of recent years – flavoured
cider – remains in growth but there are signs of this slowing down considerably. Flavour remains at the
forefront of drinks innovation and is now extending into categories such as whiskey and wine, with
category blurring becoming more commonplace.
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DID YOU KNOW? This report is part of a series of reports, produced to provide you with a
more holistic view of this market
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