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“Although tourism currently makes a small contribution to
the economy, the Paraguayan government has identified it

as a sector with significant potential. In recent years,
tourism development has been governed by the goals and

principles of the Tourism Master Plan 2008-18, which was
updated in 2012.”

This report looks at the following areas:

• Why is Paraguay’s tourism industry underdeveloped?
• What are Paraguay’s key attractions?
• What are the main challenges facing Paraguay’s tourism industry?
• What is being/can be done to boost international tourism in Paraguay?
• What is the prognosis for future tourism development in Paraguay?

Paraguay is a relatively unknown entity when it comes to global tourism, something that is reflected in
its comparatively low international arrivals figures – UNWTO data for 2011 and 2012 rank it as the
tenth most visited South American country (out of 13) – and the small contribution that tourism
currently makes to the economy. Recording 570,000 international tourist visitors in 2012 (UNWTO),
Paraguay lags behind the region’s big players. UNWTO data also show that Brazil, for example,
received almost 5.7 million tourists and Argentina almost 5.6 million in the same year.
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