
This report looks at the following areas:

•• What opportunities exist for flavour innovation in the sector?
•• What impact has the scratch cooking trend had on the market?
•• How can brands appeal to health-conscious consumers?

With the economic downturn helping to boost the level of Irish consumers
cooking from scratch, innovation in the stocks market such as concentrated
stock pots and pastes are well placed to appeal to flourishing home cooks.

Elsewhere, despite a slight decline in the value of the cooking sauce market,
this category can appeal to less confident and time-poor consumers looking
for quick and convenient mealtime solutions. Innovations in global flavours and
single-serve formats appeal to the growing number of lone households and
should help drive growth by keeping consumers engaged with the category.

Health-focused innovations in reduced salt content across the stocks, cooking
and table sauces category may help to drive usage amongst Irish consumers
and should be explored by Irish and UK brands.
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“Reformulating stocks and
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• Scratch cooking on the increase

Figure 8: Frequency of preparing/cooking meals from
scratch, RoI, 2007-13

• Stocks and sauces well positioned to tap into the ‘semi-
scratch’ cooking trend
Figure 9: Consumers who work long hours, by frequency of
doing so, NI and RoI, July 2013

• Salt and sugar in the spotlight
• Increased appetite for international flavours

Figure 10: Types of ready meals purchased in the last three
months, NI and RoI, October 2013

• Increase in the number of non-Irish nationals set to boost
the demand for ethnic flavours
Figure 11: Preliminary population estimates of non-Irish and
non-UK nationals living in RoI, 2012-14

• Decline in household size posing challenges and
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Figure 12: Percentage of private households, by number of
occupants, NI and RoI, 2011

• Key points
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Figure 13: Estimated total market value of all stocks and
sauces, NI and RoI, 2009-14

• Innovation should help drive value of table sauces market
Figure 14: Estimated total market value of table sauces, NI
and RoI, 2009-14

• Cooking and pasta sauces forecast steady growth
Figure 15: Estimated total market value of cooking/pasta
sauces, NI and RoI, 2009-14

• Scratch cooking providing a boost to the stocks and gravies
market
Figure 16: Estimated total market value of stocks and gravies,
NI and RoI, 2009-14

• Strengths
• Weaknesses

• Key points
• Ease-of-use claims on the increase

Figure 17: Claims on cooking sauce and pasta sauce
launches, UK and Ireland, 2012 – 2014

• Cooking and pasta sauces set their sights on the free-from
market
Figure 18: Gluten-free products that consumers have bought
or eaten in the past six months, NI and RoI, August 2014

• Provenance in global flavours
• Concentrated pastes adding depth of flavour to cooking
• Individual portions size for the on-the go market
• Celebrity chefs lending their name to the category
• Brands extending into the cooking sauce market

• AB World Foods
• Key facts
• Brands and products
• Brand NPD
• Recent developments
• Blenders
• Key facts
• Brands and products
• Brand NPD
• Recent developments
• Heinz

STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES

WHO’S INNOVATING?

COMPANIES AND BRANDS
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• Key facts
• Brands and products
• Brand NPD
• Recent developments
• Symington’s (Ragu and Chicken Tonight)
• Key facts
• Brands and products
• Brand NPD
• Recent developments
• Mars (Dolmio, Uncle Ben’s)
• Key facts
• Brands and products
• Brand NPD
• Recent developments
• Premier Foods
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• Brands and products
• Brand NPD
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• The Scullery
• Key facts
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• Recent developments
• Unilever
• Key facts
• Brands and products
• Brand NPD
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• Key points
• Ambient sauces most popular with Irish consumers

Figure 19: Types of cooking sauce bought in the last six
months, NI and RoI, August 2014

• Women most likely to purchase non-chilled cooking sauces
Figure 20: Consumers who have purchased cooking sauces in
the past six months, by gender, NI and RoI, August 2014

• Usage of chilled sauces peaks amongst under-25s
Figure 21: Consumers who have purchased chilled cooking
sauce in the past six months, by age, NI and RoI, August 2014

• Traditional table sauces a staple in Irish households
Figure 22: Types of table sauce bought in the last six months,
NI and RoI, August 2014

THE CONSUMER – USAGE OF COOKING SAUCES, TABLE
SAUCES AND STOCKS

Stocks and Sauces - Ireland - November 2014

Report Price: £1495 | $1995 | €1800

The above prices are correct at the time of publication, but are subject to change due to currency fluctuations.

© 2022 Mintel Group Ltd. All Rights Reserved. Confidential to Mintel.reports.mintel.com

What's included
Executive Summary

Full Report PDF

Infographic Overview

Powerpoint Presentation

Interactive Databook

Previous editions

Did you know?
This report is part of a series
of reports, produced to
provide you with a more
holistic view of this market.

All Mintel 2020 reports
contain specific COVID-19
related research and
forecasts. The world’s
leading brands rely on
Mintel reports for the most
complete, objective and
actionable market
intelligence.

Buy this report now
Visit

EMEA

Brazil

Americas

APAC

store.mintel.com

+44 (0) 20 7606 4533

0800 095 9094

+1 (312) 943 5250

+61 (0) 2 8284 8100

/reports.mintel.com//display/store/680708/


• Ethnic sauces eaten by over half of RoI consumers
• Chutneys appealing to a mature taste

Figure 23: Consumers who have purchased chutneys in the
last six months by age, NI and RoI, August 2014

• Standard stock formats remain most popular
Figure 24: Types of stock bought in the last six months, NI and
RoI, August 2014

• Key points
• Consumer demand for reduced salt cooking sauces

Figure 25: Agreement with statements relating to cooking
sauces, NI and RoI, August 2014
Figure 26: Agreement with the statement ‘I would prefer to
add my own salt to a cooking sauce than have it already in
the product’, by gender and age, NI and RoI, August 2014

• A third prefer to buy cooking sauce on promotion
• Opportunities for brands to add Irish provenance to

cooking sauces
• Opportunity to add value with extra vegetables

Figure 27: Agreement with the statement ‘I would pay more
for cooking sauces that contained at least one of the
recommended five vegetables a-day’, by age group, NI and
RoI, August 2014

• Men seeking hotter and more exotic sauce options
Figure 28: Agreement with statements relating to table and
cooking sauces, by gender, NI and RoI, August 2014

• Table sauces used to customise meals
Figure 29: Agreement with statements relating to table
sauces, NI and RoI, August 2014

• RoI consumers seeking better-for-you options
Figure 30: Agreement with the statement ‘I prefer to use
lighter variants of table sauces (eg low-calorie), by gender,
NI and RoI, August 2014.

• Demand for flavour innovation in stocks
Figure 31: Agreement with statements relating to stocks, NI
and RoI, August 2014

• Christmas offers NPD potential
• Interest in traceability extends to stocks and gravies

• NI Toluna tables

THE CONSUMER – ATTITUDES TOWARDS COOKING SAUCES,
TABLE SAUCES AND STOCKS

APPENDIX
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Figure 32: Types of cooking sauce bought in the last six
months, by demographics, NI, August 2014
Figure 33: Types of table sauce bought in the last six months,
by demographics, NI, August 2014
Figure 34: Types of table sauce bought in the last six months,
by demographics, NI, August 2014 (continued)
Figure 35: Types of stocks bought in the last six months, by
demographics, NI, August 2014
Figure 36: Types of stocks bought in the last six months, by
demographics, NI, August 2014 (continued)
Figure 37: Agreement with statements relating to cooking
sauces, NI, August 2014
Figure 38: Agreement with statements relating to cooking
sauces, NI, August 2014 (continued)
Figure 39: Agreement with statements relating to cooking
sauces, NI, August 2014 (continued)
Figure 40: Agreement with statements relating to table
sauces, NI, August 2014 (continued)
Figure 41: Agreement with statements relating to table sauces,
NI, August 2014 (continued)
Figure 42: Agreement with statements relating to table
sauces, NI, August 2014 (continued)
Figure 43: Agreement with statements relating to stocks, NI,
August 2014
Figure 44: Agreement with statements relating to stocks, NI,
August 2014 (continued)

• RoI Toluna tables
Figure 45: Types of cooking sauce bought in the last six
months, by demographics, RoI, August 2014
Figure 46: Types of table sauce bought in the last six months,
by demographics, RoI, August 2014
Figure 47: Types of table sauce bought in the last six months,
by demographics, RoI, August 2014 (continued)
Figure 48: Types of stocks bought in the last six months, by
demographics, RoI, August 2014
Figure 49: Types of stocks bought in the last six months, by
demographics, RoI, August 2014 (continued)
Figure 50: Agreement with statements relating to cooking
sauces, RoI, August 2014
Figure 51: Agreement with statements relating to cooking
sauces, RoI, August 2014 (continued)
Figure 52: Agreement with statements relating to table
sauces, RoI, August 2014 (continued)
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Figure 53: Agreement with statements relating to table
sauces, RoI, August 2014 (continued)
Figure 54: Agreement with statements relating to table
sauces, RoI, August 2014 (continued)
Figure 55: Agreement with statements relating to stocks, RoI,
August 2014
Figure 56: Agreement with statements relating to stocks, RoI,
August 2014 (continued)
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About Mintel
Mintel is the expert in what consumers want
and why. As the world’s leading market
intelligence agency, our analysis of
consumers, markets, product innovation and
competitive landscapes provides a unique
perspective on global and local economies.
Since 1972, our predictive analytics and
expert recommendations have enabled our
clients to make better business decisions faster

Our purpose is to help businesses and people
grow. To find out how we do that, visit
mintel.com.
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