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“The UK continues to edge towards a more circular
economy, marked by huge growth in energy-from-waste

and the move away from landfill. However, energy-from-
waste capacity remains someway off that required to

ultimately replace landfill, while the UK continues to rely
on EU exports to fulfill this deficit; a relationship that

could face great upheaval in the coming years.”
– Marco Amasanti, B2B Analyst

This report looks at the following areas:

• What impact has the Brexit vote had on the market?
• How have waste trajectories changed over the past year?
• What have been the drivers of market activity in the past year?
• What does the future look like for the waste management industry?

In recent years, much of the growth in waste management has been underpinned by EU directives,
which have aimed to reduce the use of landfill by increasing material recovery, whether through
recycling, compositing or energy-from-waste.

However, as a result of the UK’s decision to leave the EU there is now a great deal of uncertainty
around future environmental policy. This has been compounded by Chinese import restrictions, and in
the case of England, ongoing budgeting pressures among local authorities.
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